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WHOLE SCHOOL NUMERACY PLAN 
VISION: St Mary’s School is committed to improving the numeracy outcomes for all students. 
 

MISSION: St Mary’s School will provide opportunities, experiences and feedback to support all 
students to achieve their numeracy potential. 
 

ETHOS: All students will be provided with opportunities to succeed, in a supportive and positive 
learning environment, regardless of gender, race or ability. 
 

VALUES: Students at St Mary’s School will be supported through the school values to:  
• show faith by believing in Jesus, themselves and others. 
• develop self-confidence and respect of self, others and property. 
• develop teamwork skills to collaborate with others.  
• pursue knowledge and commit to the achievement of their potential and to challenge 

themselves daily 
 

COMMUNITY LINKS: St Mary’s School strives to develop collaborative, supportive and respectful 
relationships between school, home and the wider community. 

 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL NUMERACY BELIEFS 
(underpinned by CEWA’s Numeracy Position Paper and VFL) 

We believe in a holistic view of numeracy, that highlights the relationships between context, 
meaning and the multiple forms of communication. The role parents and care givers play in 
developing early numeracy skills is highly valued and we therefore advocate for a pedagogical model 
that is inclusive and respects cultural and linguistic diversity.   

At St Mary’s School, we believe that teaching and learning needs to reflect the contextual needs of 
numeracy in the 21st century. To do this, we believe in an instructional range which provides rich 
and hands-on numeracy opportunities that encourage higher-order thinking skills and equipping our 
students with the fundamental tools to successfully navigate the evolving world. Utilising technology 
enhances teaching and learning and develops a student’s ability to critically analyse, evaluate, 
question and challenge different ideas, thus fostering a 21st century numeracy environment.  

At St Mary’s School, we believe that effective numeracy teaching and learning responds to the 
diverse needs of students and by doing so, we employ a balanced view that draws upon a range of 
evidence-informed principles and pedagogical practices. Teaching and learning programs integrate 
the interrelated curriculum content strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry 
and Statistics and Probability. The focus on developing students’ proficiency to emphasise excellence 
in all aspects of mathematics is critical.   

At St Mary’s School, we believe it is essential that the teaching of numeracy and the enabling of 
success for our students, we must have a structured, explicit, coordinated and whole school approach 
from K to 6. Using our scope and sequences, aligned with the Western Australian Curriculum the focus 
is on the explicit teaching of essential numeracy skills that foster a deep understanding of numeracy 
concepts to reduce cognitive load. Numeracy across the curriculum is valued and students engage in 
learning experiences that will enhance their content specific knowledge. 
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TEACHING NUMERACY AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL 

CONDITIONS OF LEARNING 
The classroom environment is the third teacher, as such, we aspire to the following conditions of 
learning: 
• Berry Street Education Model Practices 

o Quality relationships 
o Positive primers 
o Positive classroom tone 

• High Expectations and High Impact Classroom Practice 
o Broad Instructional Range 
o Metacognition 
o Engagement norms  
o Full participation tactics 
o Formative and summative feedback for students 

• Appealing Classroom Display 
o Classrooms are authentically numerically rich. (e.g. word walls, numerical 

vocabulary, etc) 
•     Daily Correction  

o  Student work is regularly marked, signed and verbal or written feedback is provided 
 

EVIDENCE BASED INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL 

Staff at St Mary’s School use the Gradual Release of Responsibility Instructional Model (Pearson & 
Gallagher, 1983) for teaching Numeracy. The GRR model emphasises instruction that supports 
students to become capable thinkers and learners when handling tasks with which they have yet to 
develop expertise. 
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AGREED NUMERACY PRACTICES  

 K PP 1/2 3/4 5/6 
Gradual Release of Responsibility Model used 
 

• • • • • 

 
Manipulatives within the pedagogy 

• • • • • 

 
Daily Reviews 

• • • • • 

 
Number Talks – Open Ended Inquiry 

• • • • • 

 
Real Life transference 

• • • • • 

 
Assessment Schedule followed 

• • • • • 

 
Data Informed 

• • • • • 

 
Mathematical vocabulary development 
 

• • • • • 
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CLASSROOM NUMERACY PRACTICES AND RESOURCES 

 K/PP 1/2 3/4 5/6 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
 
 

RESOURCES/HYPERLINKS 
 

 


