St Mary’s School

6 March 2020

NEWSLETTER

Vision Statement

St Mary’s School provides an education that endeavours to
equip each child with the Christian values and life skills
necessary to meet the challenges of a changing world.

From the Principal…
Dear Community Members,
Well just like that it is March, how was your January and February, can you remember
them?! It feels like they are just warm up months, blink and they are gone. Scary that we
are almost 1/4 of the way through our year.
The Lent Toll Gate
As you may know it is now Lent, a time as Catholics where we remember Jesus fasting for
40 days and 40 nights before leading up to his death at Easter. You may notice that large
amounts of the school and parish are purple, and we are speaking about this time in Jesus’s
life in Religion classes. You know it’s Lent at the supermarkets, because Easter Eggs start
coming onto the shelves. I am sure you have noticed hot cross buns; they came maybe a
week after New Year’s Day….
Much like many Christian traditions Easter and the symbols that go along with it have
become common place in our society. The hot cross bun was created many centuries ago
as a meal on Good Friday, with the ‘cross’ representing the crucifixion of Jesus. I’m not
sure when the double choc fruit free variety came in…. I would say around 2012ish. Don’t
quote me on that.
I really like Lent, it is almost like a second chance for us, like a toll gate. Perfectly positioned
after New Years to renew those resolutions and try to be better people. When we are
speaking with your children, we talk about the few different ways they can do this. Firstly,
through prayer, reflecting on how we can do good for others, secondly through fasting, that
age old “I’m giving up Chocolate for Lent.” Finally Easter rocks around and we are eating
our body weight in chocolate! I know you have done that one before….
The final way we can reflect during the Lenten season is Almsgiving. This is the one which
I tend to focus on, mainly as I can’t give up chocolate! Almsgiving is about giving service
to others, away from material items but in our actions.
Now the Catholic caveat with all our reflections and service during Lent is that we don’t
boast about them, we simply do it because it is the right thing to do. So, I am certainly not
expecting you to come and tell me about how you have given up chocolate biscuits and are
being more compassionate to your family members. It is however a great way to make a
little promise to yourself, write it down and store it away to read over Easter. The bonus is
that if you haven’t already started, by the time you read this you are already two weeks in!
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From the Principal cont…
Growing Resilience Workshop
Next Tuesday the 10th of March we have a Parent Workshop focused on Growing Resilience in our students. It is so important that
children develop the skills to handle the knocks and bumps that life throws their way. This is facilitated by Parenting Connections
through Ngala and is the first of 4 parent workshops we will be offering this year. The content of each workshop is directly related to
the survey sent out last year about the topics which you believe are important. I ask you to please support these as they are a valuable
resource. To RSVP, follow the link sent in the SMS earlier in the week, or if you are accessing this online, click below:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Iy-FxTM2KU-zhlHaUNeI3FcGJ65gAlCjG1FerEgb6lUN1pYVTZJNktJRFFFV1U2OEhFTTcxM09SRy4u
Year 5/6 Family Mass
This year we are celebrating Family Mass during the week. Our first Family mass for our Year 5/6 group is scheduled Thursday
March 12th at 9am. If you are free and available, it would be great to see you all there.
Strategic Planning
We love to plan in Education, sometimes a little too much, but Strategic Planning is one that is important. It is a 3-year plan that
sets our direction as a community. We have two sessions booked for teachers and community members, these are scheduled for the
17th and 24th of March from 3:30-5:00pm. A note went home with RSVP details which is due by March 13th. If you haven’t seen
this, please come into the office and grab one. We would like as many people along as possible to these sessions, so we can create a
plan which sets up our school for the next 3 years.
Busy Bee Postponed
The playground Busy Bee, that was scheduled for Saturday the 14th of March has been postponed as I would like to have our
wood/rope donations ready to go before we take you away from your Saturday. We will reschedule this for early next term, but
please contact the school on 9996 7100 if you have any wood/rope that you can donate.
New school phone number:
Our phone system has been updated and a new number has been assigned. 99967100 is the new school number. Please change this
over in your phone contacts. The old number will be available for 12 months before being disconnected.
Enjoy your weekend and until next time,
God Bless,
Ben

Faction Swim Carnival
On Friday 20 March, the students in Pre Primary to Year Six will travel by bus to our Faction Swimming Carnival at the
Aquarena in Geraldton. They all will be given their coloured faction t-shirt to wear on this day.
Further information regarding our Kindergarten students for this day will be circulated to parents soon.
Please ensure that the students have packed recess, lunch, a water bottle, sun smart bathers, towel, plastic bag, and their St
Mary’s School Hat. Students will not be permitted to go to the Canteen.
If your family will be away on this day please advise Miss Miotti so the teams can be finalised.
We also require two boogie boards for the races. If you can supply on the day, please also let Miss Miotti know.
Parent helpers are required on this day. If you are able to assist please place your name on the form at the end of this
newsletter and return to the school office by Friday 13 March.
Please note: If you are a junior event helper we require you to hop into the water with the children, so please do not forget to wear
your bathers!
Also please be aware that there will be an admission fee of $1.00 at the Aquarena Reception for our parents and supporters.
If you are collecting your child/ren from the Aquarena at the conclusion of the carnival, please complete the section at the end
of this newsletter and return to the school office by Friday 13 March.

BIRTHDAYS
Mar 9 Mrs Simpson
Mar 14 Tait S
Mar 27 William S
Mar 29 Caleb H
Update information/Images/Internet permission forms
Thank you to the families who have returned our beginning of the year forms. If you have not done so please return by
Wednesday 11 March 2020.
Saint’s Bake NOW ON FRIDAY LUNCHTIMES
Treats for the children at the cost of $1.
They will be available at Lunchtime after they have finished their lunch.

PARISH NEWS
Second Sunday of Lent – Year A
As followers of Jesus we have nowhere to pitch our tents. We must journey with Jesus through the hardships of life to glory.
There will be oases along the way – moments of consolation which reveal the presence of God among us. We cannot remain
in these moments forever, but they give us refreshment. Remembering them will sustain us on our pilgrim way.
Project Compassion. Twenty-seven-year-old Phany was a struggling farmer in rural Cambodia and was forced to leave her
daughter to take up construction work in the city. Her life has been transformed since joining a Caritas supported program,
learning crop growing skills and better water management, to combat drought. Please donate to Project Compassion 2020
and help mothers like Phany continue to uplift their communities, and provide food for their families. Let’s Go Further,
Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

Preventative measures against the Corona virus
In response to the spread of the corona virus, we have been asked by Bishop Michael to observe the following;
 If parishioners have a cold or are feeling unwell, you are asked to stay home especially if you are coughing.
 Holy water is being temporarily removed from the fonts at the doors of the church to reduce the possibility
of transmission of the virus.
 Do not shake hands during the Sign of Peace but just acknowledge each other.
 The giving out of the Chalice, at Communion will be suspended until the corona virus is under control.
 The corona virus is easily spread through saliva. It is recommended that the Body of Christ only be
administered in the hand because of the high risk of transmission if people continue to receive on the
tongue.
These immediate measures will increase the protection of everyone attending Sunday Mass, Liturgy or public gathering in the
church or school. Also washing hands more often than you do is an excellent measure of protective behaviour.
Morning Tea is being held today, after Mass, in the Nagle Centre. Everyone is welcome.
Our Sick; Pray for Cliff Dyer, Nell Cripps, Ines Miotti, Patricia Casey, Col Constantine, Jean Williams, Paul Leeson, Jo
Mattens, Maud Brown, Betty Thompson, Jim Thompson, Sue Gravranish, Hazel Bunter, and all the residents of Brookview.

COMMUNITY NEWS
GNJFL Annual Registration Day
Please be advised the GNJFL will be holding their annual registration day for junior players of all ages next Sunday the 8 th of
March from 1pm – 2.30pm @ Towns Football Club. There is a facebook event social media page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/885030131916683/
If you are unable to attend the registration day but would like more information please contact below.
Grady Tomelty
Regional Development Manager - Midwest
West Australian Football Commission
C/O: DSR Geraldton Level 1, 268-270 Foreshore Drive Geraldton WA 6531, Subiaco WA 6008
D: 0439 674 378 M: 0439 674 378
E: gtomelty@wafc.com.au




Red Vegetables – red
capsicum, cherry
tomatoes, radishes
Orange and yellow
vegetables– carrot,
yellow tomatoes, corn,
orange and yellow
capsicum

Recycling one
aluminum can
saves enough
power to run your
TV for 3 hours.

Check your toilet for
leaks.
Put a few drops of food
coloring in your toilet
tank. If, without
flushing, the coloring
begins to appear in the
bowl, you have a leak
that may be wasting
more than 100 gallons
of water a day.

PRE-PRIMARY – YEAR 6 STUDENTS
PLEASE ENTER YOUR NAME IF YOU
CAN BE A PARENT HELPER AND
PLEASE RETURN BY
FRIDAY 13 MARCH 2020

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOUR CHILD IS NOT RETURNING TO
SCHOOL BY BUS AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CARNIVAL

FACTION SWIM CARNIVAL – FRIDAY 20 MARCH 2020
At the end of the carnival my child/ren ___________________________________,
will be collected by _________________________________________________.
SIGNED: ______________________________
FAMILY NAME: ________________________

