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LAUDATO SI’

Action Plan | St Mary’s School Northampton

“The work of Laudato Si’ is not extra work — it is the way we teach, lead and live.”

Purpose Laudato Si’ at St Mary’s is a practical expression of our Catholic identity, our care for
creation and our responsibility to one another. This plan builds on what the school community is
already doing and turns those practices into a clear, visible and shared way of living and learning.

Our St Mary’s story Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ is a powerful call to care for our common home. In
this encyclical, he reflects on the damage being inflicted on the Earth through human activity and
challenges “every person living on this planet” to take responsibility for protecting and nurturing
our environment.

At St Mary’s School Northampton, we recognise the importance of embedding sustainable
practices within our Catholic identity and daily life. Over the past 12 months, our school
community has undertaken a significant journey of professional learning, reflection, consultation,
and planning to strengthen our commitment to environmental stewardship through the lens of
Laudato Si’.

As a Catholic school, we are committed to fostering a culture that promotes respect, care, and
responsibility for both the living and non-living environment. Through education, action, and
advocacy, we aim to empower our students to become environmentally conscious citizens who
understand their role in caring for God’s creation, now and into the future.
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What we are doing: RESPOND TO THE CRY OF THE
EARTH

e CWA garden groups and school gardener caring for
the physical environment

e Environmental Student Ministry initiatives and
student/buddy planting

e Rainwater tanks, Water Wise practices and solar
panels

e Recycling, scrap-paper reuse, worm farm and school
garden

e Walk-or-ride encouragement, Earth Day and NAIDOC
Week

What we are doing: RESPOND TO THE CRY OF THE
POOR

® Breakfast Club, Caritas Mission Week and Christmas
non-perishable hampers

e Communio Week and parish fundraising through the
Alleluia Day Colour Run

® Low Fee Initiative School and family support through
community partnerships

What we are doing: ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS
e Supporting local businesses and sharing resources
between classrooms

e Using recycled paper, second-hand goods and bulk
purchasing where possible

e Considering sustainability in purchasing and resource
use

What we are doing: ADOPTION OF SUSTAINABLE
LIFESTYLES

e Reusable water bottles

e Switching lights off and using whiteboards instead of
paper

e Scrap paper for photocopying and recycling across the

school
e Walk or ride to school

Faith Respect

Teamwork

Next steps for St Mary’s

e Create a simple annual sustainability calendar linking
gardening, Earth Day, NAIDOC Week and Laudato Si’
Week.

* Make student leadership more visible through an
Environmental Student Ministry action board.

e Connect care for Nhanda Country explicitly to
environmental learning and school prayer.

Next steps for St Mary’s

® Frame service initiatives as care for both people and
creation.

¢ Invite families to contribute to Breakfast Club and
other practical service opportunities.

e Use student reflection to connect Catholic social
teaching with local community needs.

Next steps for St Mary’s

e Adopt a simple 'Do we need it? Can we reuse it? Can
we buy locally?' prompt for purchasing decisions.

* Review frequently purchased products and identify

opportunities for bulk, recycled or lower-impact
purchasing.

¢ Explore sustainability grants for practical school
improvements.

Next steps for St Mary’s
¢ Introduce clear student-friendly reminders for lights,
water, paper and waste.

e Celebrate sustainable habits rather than treating
them as one-off campaigns.

e Use the school garden and cooking activities to
demonstrate practical sustainability.

* No Wrap Wednesday

Challenge
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What we are doing: ECOLOGICAL EDUCATION

e RE and Science curriculum connections

e Qutside Classroom Day, Earth Day and NAIDOC Week
e Environmental Student Ministry, Garden Club and
CWA gardening

® Brookview Bookworms and learning through outdoor
spaces

What we are doing: ECOLOGICAL SPIRITUALITY

e Prayer tables in classrooms and office
o Reflection garden/prayer space

¢ Prayer and reflection through Earth Day and outdoor
learning

e Using natural objects to create RE symbols

What we are doing: COMMUNITY RESILIENCE &
EMPOWERMENT

e Evacuation and bushfire plans

e Environmental Student Ministry and student
leadership

e Acknowledgement of Nhanda Country and NAIDOC
Week

e Local community, CWA and parish connections

Next steps for St Mary’s

® Map existing curriculum links to Laudato Si’ so staff
can see where the work is already happening.

e Use the school garden, worm farm and native
planting as living learning spaces.

e Teach students about the impact of chemicals, waste,
water use and biodiversity.

Next steps for St Mary’s

® Develop the Reflection Garden/Prayer Area as a
recognisable St Mary’s place for prayer and reflection.
¢ Link Laudato Si’ themes to the Prayer of the Faithful
and outdoor liturgies.

¢ Celebrate Laudato Si’ Week through prayer, scripture,
creation-focused reflection and action.

Next steps for St Mary’s

e |nvite local First Nations community members to
contribute to learning where appropriate.

o Reflect the realities and strengths of our local farming
community in sustainability learning.

e Build family and community participation through
gardening, service and environmental activities.
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Priority Action What this means at St Mary’s

01 Make Laudato Si’ visible Create a simple Laudato Si’ display/action
board showing what St Mary’s is already
doing, student leadership actions and
upcoming opportunities.

02 Grow our living learning Develop edible and native gardens,
spaces strengthen the worm farm and use garden
produce in cooking/Breakfast Club activities.

03 Strengthen our place-  Connect care for creation with Nhanda
based identity Country, NAIDOC Week, the local farming
community and the school’s Catholic
identity.
04 Reduce waste and Promote reusable bottles, No Wrap
resource use Wednesday, recycled paper, scrap-paper

use, recycling and low-impact purchasing.

05 Deepen ecological Develop the Reflection Garden/Prayer Area
spirituality and intentionally link creation themes with
prayer, liturgy, RE and outdoor learning.

06 Empower students and  Use the Environmental Student Ministry,
families Garden Club, CWA, parish and families to
lead practical projects and celebrate
progress.
07 Plan for long-term Review rainwater tank use, solar capacity,
sustainability low-toxic products and grant opportunities

to support achievable improvements.
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